SOME   POINTS   IN   MOSLEM   FAITH

they had to be held on to their steeds by men-
servants.

Then came another body on a bier, with a man
dressed in a lion's skin, embracing and fondling the
dead body. It looked so weird to see the pseudo-lion
kissing and hugging the remains of its late friend and
master, and expressing in various ways great sorrow
and anguish over its loss.

After this came several batches of boys stripped
to the waist, all beating their breasts. It was really
a very pretty sight, for the boys kept such perfect
time, one boy acting as leader, like a group of chil-
dren performing gymnastic exercises. As their hands
simultaneously clapped their breasts, there was a
sharp report, at which they all shouted "Hassain!
Hussein ! Hassain ! Hussein!" The whole proceed-
ing was an interesting but sad spectacle, which I
shall never forget. The clash of swords, the beating
of drums, the weird wailing of the women, accom-
panied by their spasmodic shrieks, the shouting and
yelling of the fanatical mob, all contributed to the
making up of one of the most notable scenes of
Eastern life. And yet it made one's heart ache to
watch this crowd of human beings for whom Christ
died, and who as yet know nothing of Him, but are
only anxious to obtain merit for themselves by taking
part in these gruesome religious performances.

All over Persia " religious men " are much looked
up to and respected. Of these the dervish is one
very much to the fore. He is a religious mendicant,
having taken a vow either for a certain time or
permanently. The vow is not a very strict one,
only consisting of poverty and obedience to a